IaPELRA

2025 Fall Conference Agenda

Thursday September 11", 2025

8:00am — 8:30am Check-in, Networking, Breakfast (provided)

8:30am — 8:45am Welcome Message from Urbandale Mayor Bob Andeweg

8:45am — 9:45am Wellbeing Programs

Dr. Jen Musick, Navigate Wellbeing Solutions
9:45am — 10:45am Responding to a Civil Rights Complaint

Amy Heverly — lowa Office of Civil Rights

10:45am — 11:00am  Break

11:00am — 12:00pm  CDL Program Rules
Ronee Slagle, lowa DOT
12:00pm — 12:45pm  Lunch (provided)
Brief message from our sponsors at Slingshot25
12:45pm —2:15pm  Coaching: The Secret Skill That Changes Everything
Jackie Pelland — Slingshot25
2:15pm — 3:00pm Annual Board Meeting and Election of Officers
NPELRA Update — Andrew Haines, Executive Director
3:00pm — 3:15pm Break
3:15pm — 4:15pm Better Benefits Without Higher Costs: Case Studies in Customizing Public Sector Health Plans
Jessica Eaton and Colton Storla, North Risk Partners

Thursday Evening Linner
5:30om Cosi Cucina
1975 VU 86% Street, Clive, LU 50325
Subnit yous 2HSPR
(meal not included with tegisthation,)
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https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sfaWD3_-IkOIURUtDy_xcXhkHKc2KbhMgqGC6e-bZ6dUQUlNNFpEUzNDSVdXM0E3M1lFR09RTVpINi4u

8:00am — 8:30am
8:30am — 9:30am

9:30am — 10:15am

10:15am — 10:30am
10:30am — 11:30am

IaPELRA

Friday September 12, 2025

Check-in, Networking & Breakfast (provided)
Clear Paths Forward: Managing the ADA with Confidence
Holly Corkery — Lynch Dallas, P.C.

“Stump the Attorney” Q&A Panel
Holly Corkery — Lynch Dallas, P.C.
Ann Smisek — Ahlers & Cooney, P.C.
Jeff Edgar — Ahlers & Cooney, P.C.

*please submit your questions by Sept 3"*

Break

Bargaining Update

Ann Smisek and Jeff Edgar - Ahlers & Cooney, P.C.

11:30am — 11:40am Closing Remarks & 2026 Charlotte NPELRA ATC Drawing (must be present to win)

REGISTRATION & ACCOMODATIONS

Registration closes September 3™. The cost for members is $100 or $150 for non-members. The conference is being
held at the Giovannetti Event Center at Walker Johnston Park located at 9000 Douglas Avenue in Urbandale.

There are a variety of hotels that offer government rates available in the near the event venue.

FUTURE EVENTS

Winter Conference (V2 day)
Spring Conference (1 day)
Fall Conference (1 /2 days)

BOARD MEMBERS
Bethany Ballou, President
Erin Freeman, Vice President
Doug Garnett, Treasurer
Perry Buffington, Secretary

Jamie Anderson, Director

IaPELRA 2025 Fall Conference Agena

December 5, 2025
May 8, 2026
September 17-18, 2026

City of Ames, HR Director

City of Urbandale, HR Director
DSM Water Works, HR Director
City of Mason City, HR Director
City of Fort Dodge, HR Director

Virtual
Location TBD
Location TBD

bethany.ballou@cityofames.org
efreeman@urbandale.org
garnett@dmww.com
pbuffington@masoncity.net

janderson@fortdodgeiowa.org


https://www.google.com/maps/place/Giovannetti+Event+Center/@41.6271149,-93.7438022,16z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x87ee9df8e34b8855:0xc5de3deb864763db!8m2!3d41.6271109!4d-93.7412273!16s%2Fg%2F11ckbnyjr6?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDcxNi4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/search/Hotels/@41.6317145,-93.7964438,13z/data=!4m7!2m6!5m4!5m3!1s2025-09-11!4m1!1i1!6e3?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDcxNi4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=sfaWD3_-IkOIURUtDy_xcXhkHKc2KbhMgqGC6e-bZ6dUQ0xEMFpVOE1FVkJBWFpCTkVQSlM2QlQwVC4u

IaPELRA

Lisa Powell, Director Linn County, HR Director lisa.powell@linncountyiowa.gov

Ann Smisek, Director Ahlers & Cooney, Shareholder asmisek(@ahlerslaw.com

Jessica Wright, Director City of Spencer, HR Director jwright@spenceriowacity.com

Alissa Wignall, Director Story County, Director of Internal awignall@storycountyiowa.gov
Operations/HR

Please contact any member of the board if you are interested in serving on a committee, hosting a conference
(includes 1 free registration), or serving on the board in the future!

SPONSORS

If you work with a business that may be interested in sponsoring [aPELRA, please forward them details about our
new sponsorship program. These sponsorships help us continue to offer high quality educational programming
and professional development opportunities at a rate affordable for our members’ public agencies.

Thank you to our 2025 sponsors listed below!
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Bronze Sponsors:
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https://npelra.org/1382/Sponsorship
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